
Beyond Subsistence is a non-profit, Christian organisation that exists to
bring about long-term sustainable change through forestry and
agroforestry development amongst the world's poorest communities.

South Sudanese Refugees 

As internal conflicts continue in the world's youngest country, thousands of
people flow across the border into Uganda every week looking for safety. South
Sudanese refugees arrive with very few possessions and many have
experienced unimaginable trauma. The UN estimates that around 1.3 million
refugees have arrived in Uganda in the last 12 months. This is more than any
European country handled during the height of the refugee crisis last year.

The good news is that Uganda, despite its own poverty (currently having a
human development index ranking of 164 out of 187 in the world), is welcoming
the refugees with open arms. Many Ugandans experienced similar
persecutions during the reign of Idi Amin and Joseph Kony and have great
compassion for their neighbours.

On arrival, each refugee is registered with the UN and assigned a small plot of
land in new village areas. They are able to build a simple home, sow crops and
access services. Uganda and the UN are being supported by numerous aid
organisations providing food, water access and essential supplies. 



Uganda has treated the South Sudanese refugees with dignity and kindness.
They have rights and the freedom to undertake small scale farming on their 30
x 30m plot of land. Small shops, playgrounds and schools are being erected in
the villages to develop a community feel.

The greater challenge comes in the years ahead. Every family needs wood to
build a simple home and daily firewood for cooking, the impact on the
surrounding woodland is immense. Crops produce well in the first year or two
but as trees are removed and tropical rains fall, top soil washes away. Crop
yields begin to fall away and families become more dependant on food aid.

There will no doubt be opportunities for Beyond Subsistence to play a role in
these refugee villages in the future. We are continuing to communicate with
organisations actively involved and remain open to ways in which we can
assist.

Master TreeGrower Program Update

This year will see Beyond Subsistence deliver a further two Master TreeGrower
programs in Africa. These will be delivered in Ethiopia and Uganda during
October and December respectively.

These new MTG programs will take the total to 10 delivered into Africa since
2013, which has seen around 500 farmers experiencing this life changing
training.



The Impact of Fuel-efficient Stoves
Beyond Subsistence has been training families to build and use fuel-efficient
stoves in Uganda since 2013. There has been tremendous appreciation for
these stoves as people realise their many benefits. Initially these benefits
include reduced smoke in the home and safety for children who no longer have
to negotiate an open fire. Other benefits come from the time and/or money
saved in collecting or buying firewood. Longer term, the value of more trees in
the landscape also becomes significant.
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To quantify these benefits, Beyond Subsistence recently undertook to survey
families who had received fuel-efficient stove training over the last four years. In
total, 171 families were surveyed across four regions. Results showed that 89%
of people trained went on to use their stoves regularly and after four years two
thirds of those surveyed were still using their stove. The main reason for not
continuing use was that the stove had cracked or been damaged - which is
particularly common for people who don't keep them under shelter. There were
significant savings in time for families using fuel-efficient stoves. On average
two hours per week was saved collecting firewood and a further one hour per
week saved in cooking time (food heats quicker on the stoves due to the
directed heat and the submerged pot). Overwhelmingly, stove owners used the
saved time to work or spend time with their families. For those who were buying
firewood (33%), a saving of up to US$3 per week was being made with a fuel-
efficient stove. These funds were predominantly being redirected towards food
or education. Approximately one third of people trained had preceded to teach
someone else how to build and use a fuel-efficient stove.

The results from the survey have been tremendously encouraging for our
organisation! Going forward it has also provided some areas for improvement in
our training and a better understanding of the impediments to long term use.

From the CEO
I’m often asked how we choose the
right people to attend our Master
TreeGrower programs. Do we look
for the poorest and most needy in a
community? What are the factors



that drive our decisions as we
choose from literally hundreds of
willing participants?

The decision is a very important one! This is because we look to build a base of
champion farmers in each community we invest in. People who are respected
and have the potential to influence others around them. Therefore, each person
is carefully selected to ensure they are someone willing to learn, prepared to try
new things and happy to share their knowledge. We then surround each
participant with like-minded farmers so that they learn together and support one
another. We ensure there is a scattering of foresters and agricultural people
(from local organisations or government) to coach them as they learn. During
the training, each farm visit provides real examples of agroforestry to help
stimulate new ideas. Market and sawmill visits provide an understanding of the
opportunities in the local region, helping them to set some targets. We provide
them with some basic tools such as measurement tapes and (access to)
pruning equipment, so that they are able to apply what they have learned. All
participants are empowered with a Master TreeGrower hat, badge and a
certificate that reminds them of the wonderful knowledge they now possess. By
the end, the participants walk away with knowledge, skills, tools and an entire
network of people around them who they can journey with going forward.

Our goal for each community is that they form an agroforestry network where
other farmers can join them on the journey to better lives and landscapes.

Vale John Peter

Back in 2012 our newsletter featured
a wonderful story about John Peter's
amazing farming exploits in Wakiso,
Uganda. Sadly John Peter passed
away earlier this year at the age of
86. He was a wonderful farmer and
forester and was dearly loved by his



family. John Peter mastered growing
many varieties of fruit and
vegetables before others in his
region. His two-acre farm was a
delight to visit, demonstrating a rich
variety of agriculture and forestry.
John Peter was also wonderfully
generous with his knowledge. In
October 2016 one of our Master
TreeGrower participants, Mr
Nsamba, made special mention of
John Peter. He explained that John
Peter was a man who generously
provided support and
knowledge, inspiring him as a farmer
and tree grower. Thank-you John
Peter for the example you set and
your care for others. You will be
missed but your legacy lives on!

Want to help?
Donations are tax deductible and 100% of your gift goes directly to

our projects.
Visit beyondsubsistence.org.au or donate directly to Beyond

Subsistence BSB 083-841 Acc 89-376-7494

 

Donate Now

http://www.beyondsubsistence.org.au/donate/
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